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Although I have been on the SALGA Committee for some years, this
has been my first year as Chair.     It has not been without its challenges
and perhaps taking over the role in a global pandemic has been less
than ideal.     However, I’ve been well supported by the committee
and in particular by Sue Stevens, our secretary, and Don Reeve, our
President, John Edgerton, our Treasurer, Denis Matthews, our
Membership Secretary, and by Christine Bentley and her shop
volunteers.   We have been pleased to welcome 2 new committee
members, Patrick Hawker, who looks after the SALGA website, and
Emmeke van der Vaart, who many of you will recognize from the
Allotment Shop.

This has been a difficult year for everyone.    I am aware that some of
our members have lost close family to Covid, and the committee and
my sympathy goes to them wholeheartedly.

The committee have met each month by zoom and have generally got
used to the technology. We did a paper AGM last year and until
recently we had hoped to have an in person AGM back in the commu-
nity centre this year.  However, it is currently not possible to book
venues, and in view of the fact that when they do open there are likely
to be strict limitations on the number of attendees, the committee
decided to do ours by zoom, in common with many other organisations.

Despite all the challenges of the last year, SALGA is in a good state,
both financially, and with an enthusiastic and appreciative member-
ship.
SALGA is not just a Gardening Club.   It offers a range of services to
its members.    As well as the popular Allotment Shop, SALGA offers
monthly meetings, newsletters, the annual Horticultural Show, day
trips, holidays, the discounted seed scheme, the Annual Potato Day
and the School Gardening Competition.   Although few members take
part in all of these activities it does mean we are a very busy committee,
and we are therefore always in need of new volunteers for many
different roles.    If you think you might be interested in getting more
involved, please let one of the committee know.   We would be very
pleased to hear from you.

Cindy Matthews

report from the chair



This was held on Thursday 27th May 2021 via
Zoom.  39 members attended and apologies
were received from Mick Carter, Marilyn Stott,
Jan Flanagan and Linda Kasmaty.

All those currently serving on the committee confirmed they were
willing to stand for another year.

The notes from 2020 AGM were read out by Sue Stevens and there were
no questions or comments.

Cindy Matthews gave her first report as Chair and thanked the
committee and volunteers for their continued support.  She also made
a request for more helpers and we have managed to recruit 3 new shop
helpers.

The Treasurer’s report was given by John Edgerton, also in his first
year as treasurer.  He thanked Don Reeve for his guidance and
support. The accounts have been approved and signed off by an
independent auditor and copies can be obtained from the Sue Stevens
if required. There were no questions raised at the meeting. Cindy
thanked John and Don Reeve for their hard work.

Denis Matthews, membership secretary, reported that we had 361
members at the end of 2020, compared to 361 at the end of 2019. Of the
361 members, 84 were new.  John Edgerton suggested contacting the
Parish Councils to ask if they would include details of SALGA with the
annual rental bills that are sent out in September.  Patrick Victory,
present at the meeting and allotment officer for Swindon Central South
Parish, confirmed that they would willing help with this.  Sue Stevens
will contact the other Parish councils.

Mick Carter, show chairman, was unable to attend the meeting.  Sue
Stevens confirmed that the show was expected to take place this year.
Mick Carter has written an article on the show for this newsletter.

Sue Stevens, secretary, then reported on the monthly meetings that are
currently held on Zoom and gave an update on the schools gardening

Notes from the annual general meeting



competition. She also announced her intention to step down at the
2022 AGM and re-iterated Cindy’s request for more helpers.

AOB
● Cindy confirmed how important the member’s shop has been

during the past year as it has now become the main hub for
members to meet in person.

● Martina Hardy confirmed that the allotments in Royal Wootton
Bassett have been bought by the town council.

The meeting ended at 8.00pm

2020 was another successful year for SALGA financially. Record sales
from the shop, up by 50% on the previous year, resulted in a doubling
of the trading surplus compared with 2019. The surplus on the sale of
Kings seeds resulted from a significant increase in participation by
members.

The Kings Seeds scheme was well supported, with income up by 38%
on the previous year, resulting in an improved surplus for the
organisation.

Due to the pandemic, no trips or holidays were run so there was no
income and expenditure to account for. The Kent holiday, organised
by Jan Flanagan, has been rearranged for September this year and 38
members are due to travel. Some members who had previously booked
are not able to travel this year, so have received a refund of their
deposits.

A total of £863 was spent on equipment, including a new electronic till,
in support of the shop, this expenditure using the last of the Lottery
grant received the previous year. The manager, Christine, is doing a
sterling job in organising orders, deliveries and rota staffing of the
shop, as well as programming the new till before its imminent
introduction. Recently, problems have arisen over the availability of
stock for the shop, down to issues faced by suppliers but every effort is
being made to address these issues in order to keep providing a
satisfactory level of service to members.

All in all, another very satisfactory outcome from a financial viewpoint.
John Edgerton, Treasurer, May 2021

SALGA accounts 2020 - statement by treasurer



As this newsletter reaches you, we have been through one of the
strangest spring for years. This has delayed planting out our plants and
catching some of us out with extreme frosts, record high temperatures
in March, hailstones and now as we reach the end of May we hope to
have some warm sunshine instead of constant showers. Joys of the
English weather!

Now we start the process of looking forward to the summer months
and all the produce and harvest of our hard work.

Saturday 4th September is this year’s show date at our new venue of
Pinetrees Community Centre and with the lockdown rules now easing
we hope to see lots of entries with the results of all your hard work on
display. We hope it will be easier to park at the new venue with a large
car park at the rear of the building and on street parking all-round the
centre. This year we will be in a new home at Pinehurst, and we hope
to run it as smoothly as possible but given the circumstances of the last
year we may need a little patience as well. Hopefully all restrictions will
have lifted by then too. Please remember if you are not sure about
which classes to enter just talk to a Show Committee Member as we
are only too happy to help.

As in previous show years there will be catering facilities of tea, coffee
and cakes for sale on the day. Setting of your entries will be in the
morning and public free viewing in the afternoon from 2.30pm with
prize giving and the raffle to finish the show.

The show committee can only make all this possible with the help of
some very important volunteers which include the judge’s runners who
will pass the finished score cards to the scorers. This year we are still
looking for anybody who has not entered the show to help with this
important task.

This year we have changed and added some new classes which are as
follows.
We had separate classes for Jam – soft fruit and stone fruit but have
now combined these to have only 1 class for Jam or Preserve of any type
Dressmaking class will change to be a Sewn item.

horticultural show 2021



Hand Knitting will now be just any Knitting whether hand or machine.
Soft toy was previously split into 2 classes, Sewn or knitted but again
it will now be just one class for a Soft Toy
9 French Marigolds on a board will change to be just any variety of
Marigolds on a board.
New classes we have added: -
6 sausage rolls snack size maximum 2” or 5cm
A Weed arrangement for both adults and children which will be a fun
class, but we hope can encourage anybody to enter.
 Entry forms will be available to download from the website free of
charge but there is a small cost of 30 pence for hardcopies to cover
printing costs.

All the prizes will be awarded by Ben Prater and his family as well as
the raffle which will round off this year’s show, so I do hope you will
either participate or come and see the fine displays of flowers,
vegetables and handicrafts. Any person who is still looking after a
winning cup from 2019 cup, could they please ensure they are
returned to the shop or myself as soon as possible for all the engraving
to take place of their names on to the trophy’s. If we have not received
your trophy back, I will be contacting you shortly for the safe return
as soon as possible.

Remember most people only realise they could have entered when
they come and look around. Please do make a date in your diary of
Saturday 4th September and visit our new venue as its free to look
round the hall, so please do come and enjoy a great day or just the
afternoon.

Mick Carter



 With the children long left home and me starting to draw my
pension, Mary and I decided to travel wider and longer
than just two weeks on the Costa Brava.    House
exchanges were just coming into their own in those
days and, more particularly, house and car exchanges
were what interested me.   What’s not to like about

being abroad with free accommodation and a car at your
disposal?   Doomsayers warned us that no one would want
to come to Swindon for a holiday, but it proved an

extremely popular destination for people from Canada, Australia, and
New Zealand.   Quite possibly because they wanted to see something
of the country their forebears had originally come from.

Canada was our very first exchange and we
spent about a month at a small town called
Bobcaygeon, a three- hour drive north of
Toronto.   Our luggage spent rather less
time there because the airline took it on to
New York and it took us five days to get it
back.

The next destination was Abbotsford, an hour’s drive inland from
Vancouver, on the west coast.   By arranging for someone to clean our
house and launder the bedding between visitors, we were able to do
both without returning to the UK.   To move east to west across
Canada, we flew as far as Calgary, where we stayed a couple of days
before two more days spent crossing the Rockies by train, with an
overnight stop at Kamloops.

I mention all this because up at Bobcaygeon we had been warned
about possible encounters with bears and how dangerous the mothers
could be if they had a cub in tow.   However, while we were in Calgary,
a woman was out horse riding in a forest on the outskirts with her two
children when a mountain lion sprang from the under-growth and
attacked them.   The youngest child fell from her horse which
immediately bolted, whereupon the mother leapt from her horse to
defend the child.   Meanwhile, the older daughter had the presence of
mind to lift her sister up behind the saddle on her animal and race back
to the stables for assistance.

spending the kids’ inheritance



However, when the rescue party arrived the lion had vanished, and the
mother lay dead.  It brought it home to me, that evening, when we
heard all this on the local news, that what were doing was a bit more
challenging than five days at Folkstone with Barnes Coaches.

One of the “must see” attractions in
Vancouver is the famous Butchart
gardens.   I had always believed that
they were created by an eccentric
English lady but apparently not so.
Robert Butchart had started a
quarry on Vancouver Island in the
late 1800s.   He built the family
house adjacent to the works.   The
stone was used to manufacture
cement but by about 1910 it had run

out.   It was Robert’s wife, Jennie who then set about creating a sunken
garden to hide the quarrying scar.   She may have been influenced by
a Japanese garden designer who was prominent in Canada at that time.
It apparently took her about twelve years to complete the original
layout, but it has been added to over the years since.   Jennie Butchart
died in 1960 but the gardens are still owned by her descendants, and
developments go on to this day including a fountain which is more
recent than when we visited.

We were there on 26th September 1996.   I
remember because it was my birthday. It
was lovely weather and the whole site was
awash with colour.   Flowering shrubs
made up much of the display but there
was an elaborate Italian garden in front of
what I imagine had originally been the
family home but is now the restaurant
and offices.  Walking round, you pass
from “room” to “room”, a design feature of many of the great gardens
Mary and I visited.

While we sat there having lunch, we saw some musicians setting up on
the lawn.  It was a trad jazz band that would be playing in the evening
when the gardens are illuminated with coloured lights.   Trad jazz plus
a show garden was irresistible for Mary and me, so we booked an



evening meal and spent the afternoon exploring the gardens in more
detail.

At dusk, the band started playing and the
illuminations came on, what a wonderful
sight!     Then as we walked round, a full
moon came up to add to the magic, but after
a little while the moonlight seemed to be
fading and the moon itself gradually began
to change colour.  In fact, it was a full-on
lunar eclipse and eventually it turned blood
red, lending a kind of pagan mysterious air

to everything.   At the time I did not know what we were witnessing
and there had been nothing in the papers.  There was an observatory
on Vancouver Island which was open to the public.   Perhaps the
authorities thought they would be overwhelmed with visitors if the
lunar event were widely known.

Don Reeve





seed orders

Catalogues will be available for those of you who wish to order seeds
sometime in September. An email will be sent to all of you with email
addresses once these are in the SALGA shop and ready for you to claim
your copy. Kings Seeds have offered us their usual high discount terms
so even ordering only a couple of packets will cover the delivery cost
that is charged.

After the last year where we have been isolated from so many people, it
has been a real pleasure to enjoy the fresh air, produce and the colours
in our gardens. Gardening is excellent for both physical and mental
health and we encourage you to use the Kings catalogues to plant as
much as possible.

Kings have very generously sponsored our Schools competition this
year by donating packets of seeds that have been sent to participating
schools around Swindon. They only do this because of the order the
Association places with them each year. Please do order your seeds so
that they continue to offer this.

Full details of discounts, where and when to send in your order will be
available with each catalogue.

Glenys Dingwall

The competition this year is being run in a slightly changed format.
Kings Seeds generously donated 160 packets of seeds and these were
topped up by a donation from one of our members.  All the primary
schools in the area were emailed and offered some free seeds to get
them started and 29 schools responded. They were sent, or delivered,
8-10 packets of seeds and we have asked that they send us some photos
of the results.
If permitted, we plan to visit the best 3 schools and choose an overall
winner.  The winner will be invited to attend the prize giving our
annual Horticultural Show to be presented with the cup.

Sue Stevens

schools gardening competition



Member’s shop
Please be aware that the member’s shop at Pickards Field is for the
use of members only.  Please do not be offended if you are asked to
show your membership card. A couple of our volunteers are quite

new and may not know you.
2021 membership cards are yellow.

Monthly meetings
If government guidelines allow, we aim to resume to our usual
monthly meeting format on 16th September.  However, Gorse Hill
Community Centre can no longer accommodate us, and we are

looking for an alternative venue.  We will confirm the details as soon
as we can.

Potato Days
After many years, Pennards have decided not to resume their Potato
Days and will be concentrating on mail order.  They will, however,
continue to offer a discount code to our members when ordering
online.  We hope that details of this will be available at the show on

September 4th.

updates



Our website is a useful resource for members to find out up-to-date
information on all of SALGA’s activities. The address is
http://www.salga.org.uk/.

Topic headings and subheadings include:
· About SALGA

o Brief history

o Member benefits

o SALGA officers & committee 2021-22

o Joining SALGA and getting involved

· What’s on

o Monthly meetings

o Schools gardening competition

o Annual produce show

o Holidays & trips

o Special events

· SALGA Members’ shop – opening hours, location, indicative
price list for more popular items

· Recent newsletters

· Useful links

· Contact us

Please visit the site to check up-to-date information on any of these
topics.

SALGA’s website - keeping you informed



Some say King Henry I (who reigned 1100-1135) died from eating “a
surfeit of lampreys”. Such a fate is unlikely to overtake a Swindon
gardener in the 21st Century; however, they may well find themselves
suffering from a surfeit of courgettes, which are seldom at the top of
neighbours’ “must have” gift list…..

A solution to this particular aspect of Nature’s abundant bounty is to
pickle surplus courgettes. That can enable us to enjoy courgettes well
into the autumn, as the pickle is a great accompaniment to cheese and
many other dishes. The recipe we use is drawn from the BBC Good
Food guide, as below.

Ingredients (for 1 litre of pickle)

· 500g courgettes, sliced thinly

· 3 shallots, finely chopped

· 2 tbsp non-iodised salt

· 500ml cider vinegar

· 140g caster sugar

· 1 tsp mustard powder

· 1 tsp mustard seeds

· 1 tsp celery seeds

· ½ dried chilli, crumbled

· 1 tsp ground turmeric

courgette pickle recipe



Method

1. Put sliced courgettes & chopped shallots into a bowl, sprinkle
over the salt, cover with ice-cold water and stir to dissolve the
salt.

2. Leave to stand for 1 hour, then drain thoroughly.

3. Pat the drained mixture as dry as possible using tea towels or
similar (if it stays too wet, the pickling solution will be
diluted).

4. Meanwhile, assemble the other ingredients into a pan, bring to
boil & simmer gently for 3 minutes, making sure the sugar has
all dissolved. Set aside so that it becomes warm rather than
hot.

5. Sterilise screw top jars & their lids of at least 1 litre’s worth
total capacity – wash in hot soapy water & dry in oven at 170
deg C for 10 minutes plus.

6. Stir in the courgette mixture and scoop the results into the
sterilised jars, seal, allow to cool & leave for a few days in the
fridge.

The BBC’s recipe goes on to say “Kept chilled, these (jars of pickle)
will keep for a couple of months”. In June 2021, we’re still eating the
courgette pickle we made in this way last summer and stored in a
cupboard; however, others may prefer to be more cautious.
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