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Chair’s Report
At the time of writing this – mid-January – it is a dreary, incessantly wet
day and we are in the middle of our third national lockdown. What a
depressing Winter this is turning out to be, both in terms of the weather and
in terms of the global pandemic. This is truly a testing time for us all but
more so for some than others. We are aware of Salga members here in
Swindon who have lost loved ones and our hearts go out to them.
Those of us feeling a bit bored perhaps need to count our blessings. One
of those blessings is that there are the first tentative signs of Spring. In our
garden we have snowdrops out as well as plenty of flower buds on our
camellia and daphne shrubs. It’s time to order seed potatoes, and the
Kings seed orders should start to arrive shortly. We’ll then be into the new
cycle of gardening which I know kept many of us cheerful last year.
We made the decision to temporarily close the Salga Allotment Shop due
to concern about the risk to our volunteers and members. We are planning
to keep this under review and reopening will depend on the Covid risk
locally. We were sorry to do this because the shop has been so successful
and has provided a focus point for Salga with members able to pop in for
gardening items and at the same time have a friendly chat. Christine and
her team have done a brilliant job in reorganising the shop and the
stocktaking system, using a modern till, and this will be invaluable in the
future. We are planning to trial a system of direct bank payments for
pre-ordered goods. We will keep you informed about this.
We have continued to hold zoom committee meetings and the monthly
members meetings have been very successful. Recent ones include
Timothy Walker who gave an interesting talk on “Colour in the Garden”,
another where one of our members, Marilyn Trew, explained how she
produced her very artistic local maps, and another Gardeners Question
Time, where we were again impressed by how much knowledge our
members have. At the present time it isn’t at all clear when we might be
able to meet in person but the zoom meetings have worked well for those
who have been able to take part.
In the meantime, take care of yourselves. The pandemic is far from over
though the vaccine rollout holds promise for the future. And Spring is
coming!
With very best wishes, Cindy

Horticultural Show 2021
Well, what a memorable year 2020 was and not for the right reasons
unfortunately.
For the first time in the history of the SALGA Horticultural show, we had
to make the sad decision to cancel the event. In early March the first
lockdown started, I firmly believed by September things would be eased
enough for the show to take place, but it was not to be.
We begin a new year in the same situation with a full lockdown but with
the hope that the vaccine will arrest the spread of the Corona virus and we
can return to some degree of normality. And with that in our thoughts we
will start planning for the 2021 Horticultural Show to take place at the
Pinetrees community centre on September 4th. I hope that all our members
can think this way and look forward for what I hope will be a memorable
event in our new venue.
With spring approaching we can now start to get our early seeds in and
prepare the soil for what is to follow. I hope that maybe with this planning
you can also think what you could enter into this year’s show.
Last year spring was very dry after a very wet winter and it certainly tested
us gardeners. During the lockdown I was furloughed until June, but I
remember spending a lot of time watering my seeds that had been planted
just to get them to germinate. I remember the allotment being a wonderful
place for me to spend a couple of hours each day during April and May. I
also remember the comments by the late Michael Northcott as he walked
by, that you will make it to the end of the allotment plot before having to
return to work. (which I did)
On our allotment site we did have some very large pumpkins that were
grown for the horticultural show and instead were displayed along with
some other produce, at the official opening of the Michael Northcott
memorial garden at Pickards field behind the SALGA shop.
Let’s hope that we can return to normal as soon as possible and that this
year’s show will take place on the 4th September at the Pinetrees
Community Centre as planned. Could any members that are still holding

onto their winning trophies from 2019 please return them to myself or to
the shop when it is open as they will still need to be engraved. We will now
start to prepare in the belief that we will have a show this year. Stay safe
and see you all on September 4th or before.
Michael Carter

Beekeeping and the threats the bees face
Many of you may know me and my wife and that we are keen
beekeepers. Here I will endeavour to give you a small
overview of what is involved when looking after an apiary.
(This is the name given to group of hives in the same location)
During the winter we can only sit back and check the hives
quickly to make sure each one has enough food, which we call stores, to
get through any bad weather when they cannot fly. One of the most
rewarding sites is when the temperature rises usually around 12 degree
centigrade to see the bees emerge for a quick cleansing flight which tells
us that all is well within the hive. When they are not flying, they are
clustered into a ball within the hive moving their wing muscles to maintain
the temperature inside the hive at a constant 35 degrees centigrade, this
process also uses lots of energy which they replenish using the stores they
built up last summer.
Spring is the start of the season for us beekeepers when we open the hives
for the first time when the weather is above 14 degrees and bright, which
means the bees are collecting pollen and nectar from early Crocus,
Snowdrops and Dandelions. We check the queen is laying well and that
the workers are all fit and healthy, with no diseases present in any hives.
Hopefully by this point the queen will have started laying her eggs and
during the inspection we will see new brood.
We currently have 7 working hives at two different locations in Swindon
and each hive will take approximately 30 mins to do a full inspection, so
it can be quite time consuming.

As spring moves into summer, the queen has increased her laying and as
beekeepers we watch for the tell-tale signs that that the hive is becoming
overcrowded. We can add more boxes to give her majesty more space to
lay and if we see new queen cells within the brood, we will make a new
hive by splitting the boxes with the old queen in one hive and newly
emerged queen in the other hive.
Should we miss these signs then this is when the event of swarming will
occur. Swarming is the bee’s natural way to reproduce as they are looking
for a new home for the excess bees to make a new hive. If you see this event
watch in marvel and see where they go. They will normally rest for a few
hours while the scouts look for a good place to start a new home before
moving on again. If you see them settled please do not disturb them as they
will only attack humans as a last resort as they die after they have stung
you. Give a beekeeper a call instead and they will come and collect them
and give them a new home to live. Honey is not usually removed until the
end of spring and only if the hive has surplus.
I will keep you updated throughout the year, but I would like to draw your
attention to the article at the end of this piece which highlights the new peril
our bees face but also remember you can have an effect by limiting the
amount of weedkiller you use on the allotments and gardens as most of
these pesticides are harmful to our pollinators.
Did you know bees do not hibernate through the winter? They just slow
down.
Lastly - bees have 5 eyes, 2 large eyes on either side of its head and 3
simple eyes on top of its head. The 3 on top of its head only detect light so
bees can sense if a predator is over head and they do not have any eye lids.
Mick Carter

Bee Keepers
are concerned about a
bee killing pesticide
which is banned in the EU
now being approved for use in the UK.
The ‘environmentally regressive’ move comes at a time when British
insects are in serious decline. The UK has lost a third of its bees in the
last decade while land-based insects have declined 50% in the last 75
years.
Neonicotinoid thiamethoxam – the chemical which is toxic to the insect
population – has been green-lighted for ‘limited and controlled use’ in
response to lobbying from the National Farmers Union concerned
about reduced yields.
This change comes at a time when British insects are in serious decline
and even ‘limited’ use has the potential to severely impact the
dwindling bee population in the UK. The pesticide can harm bee brain
development, weaken their immune system and leave them unable to
fly.
In a horrifying turn of events, this approval comes just months after
DEFRA published their Healthy Bees Plan 2030 which aims to ‘protect
and improve the health of honeybees in England and Wales’. The irony
is stark and highlights a series of broken promises when the globe is in
an environmental crisis.
There are a number of petitions on line which
you can sign to show your disapproval of this
development or speak to any beekeeper who will
guide you as the best way to show your
displeasure.

My first year as SALGA Treasurer
I have served on the SALGA Committee for more than 10 years. My first
executive role was as Membership Secretary, which I retained for 4 years,
before handing over the baton to Denis Matthews in 2014. I have
continued to serve on a non-executive basis and have always been
available to help out Don while he was still Treasurer, particularly in the
areas of setting up the annual Gift aid claim to HMRC and assisting, when
asked, in the formulation of the annual final accounts.
When Don announced that he intended to stand down as Treasurer this
year, I indicated that I would be happy to put myself forward for election
as his replacement. As it happened, I was elected unopposed and took over
from the date of the AGM in May, having filled the role in an acting
capacity since 1 January. Don will be a hard act to follow but I will do
things in my own style whilst maintaining the integrity of the accounting
function. There is a small group of four bank signatories, available to both
sign cheques when necessary and authorise online payments.
I have developed a good working relationship with the Pickards Field shop
manager, Christine Bentley and I am pleased to report that the shop has
taken a record amount of money this year. Christine has tightened up on
stock control and reporting processes and is about to introduce a new
electronic till, to be functional when the shop re-opens (Government
lockdown guidelines permitting).
I will be preparing the final accounts for the first time and will be asking
Don for his advice on one or two aspects, before submitting the completed
accounts to the Independent Examiner for verification and onward
transmission to the Charity Commission.
I would like to end by paying tribute to Don and thanking him for keeping
the accounts on the straight and narrow for so many years.
John Edgerton
Treasurer, SALGA
January 2021

Kings Seeds
2020 has been an unusual year. Lockdowns across the
months produced all sorts of discussions. One thing people
with gardens or allotments were very pleased about, was the
ability to get out in the fresh air for exercise, see the beauty
of the plants and flowers and, in many cases, to grow their
own vegetables. Lots of our members were happy to do this and have
decided that 2021 should be the year that they do this even more.
I was concerned when the Kings catalogues were initially available as they
were collected from the SALGA shop quite slowly. However, the first
orders came in and gradually more orders were received. Thank you for
sending them in to me so that I was able to deal with them a few at a time
and I didn’t have a large pile all arriving at the last minute before the
deadline date.
In early November there seemed to be a problem with our mail. John
Edgerton, the treasurer, told me of money he received direct into the bank
account but I had not received the order from the relevant person. Thank
you to those of you I had to contact to request copies of your order for
getting them to me so promptly. I knew that if anyone had sent me an order
that enclosed a cheque, I wouldn’t know if I was missing it because of the
post problem. Cindy was good enough to send out an email about this, but
no one seemed to have an issue – which was great news.
This year the average order value was £55, when last year it was £40 which
shows everyone was ordering more. Commission earned for SALGA was
around £290, also higher than in previous years. Thank you to everyone
who sent in the orders. I enjoyed reading the notes you included with your
orders.
All items were scheduled to be sent out in the first week of January so by
now, everyone will have received their goods. Hopefully 2021 will be a
good growing year. Perhaps some of you can show us your results at the
annual Horticultural Show due to be staged 4th September. Good luck and
stay safe and healthy.
Glenys Dingwall

No cook chocolate cake
9 oz plain chocolate
10 oz double cream
1tsp vanilla essence
15 digestive biscuits (crushed)

Break chocolate into chunks. Heat the cream in a pan over a low heat
until almost boiling, remove from the heat and add the chocolate.
Cover the pan and leave for 5 minutes.
Add the vanilla essence and stir until smooth. Pour the mixture into a
large bowl and chill until it begins to thicken.
Line a large loaf tin with cling film and spread 1/6th of the chocolate
mixture over the base of the tin then add a layer of biscuits. Repeat
these layers, ending with a layer of chocolate.
Chill for 2 hours or overnight if possible.
Turn onto a serving dish, remove the cling film and slice to serve.
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OFFICE

NAME OF NOMINEE

SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE

PLEASE NOTE
Proposers must obtain the signature of nominees to confirm that they are willing to stand for office.

Members may nominate persons for all or any of the positions listed below. In the event of there being more than
one nominee for any office, a ballot will be held at the
Annual General Meeting to be held on 21st May 2021 – date and venue to be confirmed.

SWINDON ALLOTMENT & LEISURE GARDENS ASSOCIATION
NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF OFFICERS & COMMITTEE

NAME OF NOMINEE

SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE

Completed nomination forms may be posted to the secretary, Sue Stevens, 25 Ryan Close,
Sparcells, Swindon SN5 5WA. Forms may be handed in at the members shop on the Pickards
Field allotment site.
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Membership Report
Membership renewals are now due from those who haven’t paid with
their seed order, at the shop, or by post or email. There are several ways
to do this:
1

At the Shop at Pickards Field – Renewals and new members
joining at the shop (when it reopens following closure due to
lockdown).

2

Electronically – using a Membership form submitted to me by
e-mail at deniswmatthews@gmail.com and payment of the
£5 by bank transfer. Usually Membership cards can be
collected at the shop. If you would like your card posted
could you please add an extra 65 pence to your bank transfer
to cover postage

3

By Post – For existing members, send me your name and
address and a cheque for £5. For new members, please
complete a membership form which is below, or under
“Membership” on the SALGA website salga.org.uk, A
stamped and self addressed envelope would be very welcome
if you require your membership card sent to you.

4

At live monthly meetings – when we are allowed to hold them
again!

We would very much like you to pay by bank transfer as our bank has
introduced significant charges for cheques.
Bank details: Salga Account 00020536, Sort Code 40-52-40 and include
your name as a reference.
See following page for Gift Aid Declaration.
Denis Matthews – Membership Secretary

SALGA Gift Aid Declaration

Name _______________________________________________
Membership Number (if known)

_______________________

Address ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Telephone Number ___________________________________
Email address (please write this very carefully)
____________________________________________________
Allotment site (where applicable)

_______________________

I am a UK taxpayer and would like SALGA to treat all subscriptions
I make from the date of this declaration until I notify otherwise as
Gift Aid contribution, (Delete if not applicable).
Signature
Please add first name in full if signing this declaration.

Holidays & Coach Trips to be or not to be….
Proposed SALGA holiday to Cliftonville 31at May – 4th June 2021
Will it or won’t it go ahead? At the time of writing this (January 2021)
plans are in hand to vaccinate all over 70 year olds by the end of February
2021, which should enable our plans to go ahead. I have arranged to talk
to Barnes at the beginning of March to discuss this and will ask Sue
Stevens to email you all at the beginning of March as to what is happening
and for you to confirm your interest.
You will have seen aerial photos of Manston Airfield filled with lorries
and we plan to go to the RAF museum there. We have 45 currently
booked for the holiday and judging by your phone calls many of us are
desperate to have a break – fingers crossed.
Jan Flanagan
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Day Trips
Marilyn Stott is hoping to arrange a coach trip to the Malvern Autumn
Show in September. We will send out details as soon as we are able.

From the archives – Autumn 2001
Soils and composts are mediums for getting our seeds started.
Soil conditions and quality of composts is very important, as are
light and heat. Swindon Allotment and Leisure Gardens
Association is a type of medium! Given the right conditions and
a bit of TLC, it becomes a nucleus, an agent, a means of
germinating ideas, of structuring and co-ordination. SALGA,
like seeds and plants, needs care and attention. Keeping a
watchful eye on your seeds and plants, catching problems as they
arise, and resolving them, as with SALGA, will surely pay
dividends.
Most important of all remember – you the members are SALGA.
Your input, your ideas, your participation, your help is essential.

SALGA Shop
In a bid to make ordering your allotment supplies from the SALGA shop
a more modern experience, we are happy to announce the trial of an
Online Order Form. This will allow you to order your compost, manures
and other items online, pay via BACS/bank transfer, and pick up your
goods shortly after during shop opening times. Your goods will be ready
for you to pick up, and when pre-paid, eliminates the need to bring cash.
We are offering the usual larger goods (composts, netting, canes etc.)
initially, and if the trial is successful, could expand to include the entire
shop's range. So once it's up and running, please do give us your feedback!
The Online Order Form will work as follows: on the SALGA website
(www.salga.org.uk), go to the SALGA Member's Shop section. From
here, download the Order Form and complete it with your desired quantities. You will be asked to indicate a pick up date and whether you need a
2021 membership card. The form will calculate automatically, based on
the prices listed on the form, your total price.
You should save the completed Order Form on your computer, make the
online bank payment to the SALGA account listed on the form, and send
the completed form to the email address listed.
We will be monitoring the email address for orders on a regular basis, and
if there are any questions or issues, will contact you via email as soon as
possible.
If you order before Wednesday, your order will be ready the following
weekend; orders received after Wednesday will be ready for collection the
weekend after. This allows us to monitor our stock levels and for the
payment to come through into the bank.
Alternatively, you can also opt to pay via cheque – if you choose to do so
you will need to confirm this when sending your order form, and of course
bring the cheque when you come to pick up your order! As the bank
charges us to process cheques however, we strongly encourage you to pay
by online bank transfer, which is safe, free and easy to do.

Above is a black and white example of the order
form and current prices – Feb 2021

Truths about life
Raising teenagers is like nailing jelly to a tree.
Wrinkles don’t hurt.
Families are like fudge – mostly sweet but with a few nuts.
Today’s mighty oaks are just yesterday’s nut that held its
ground.
Laughing is good exercise, it’s jogging on the inside.

Monthly meeting Speakers
February 18th – Glynis Hale will continue her talk on creating Wildlife
Corridors discussing what to plant, where and when.
March 18th – Andrew Cannell, head gardener at the American Museum in
Bath will be giving a talk entitled American Garden meets English
Landscape. This tells the story of the overhaul of the gardens at the
museum over the last 3-4 years.
April 15th – a return of Timothy Walker who will be talking about the
Healing Power of Plants. The talk is to show that plant products are used
everyday by all of us to relieve pain and suffering, to heal wounds and
cure diseases. Mankind has exploited the medicinal properties of plants
for thousands of years, yet the role of plants in modern medicine is still
considered to be peripheral by many people. This talk attempts to put the
record straight.
May 27th – AGM. See special notice at the end of these dates
June 17th – Philip Aubrey will be giving a talk entitled “Successful Fruit
Growing” – grow your own 5 a day – selection, planting, pruning
July 15th – Mick Carter, the show committee chairman, will talk about the
upcoming horticultural show on September 4th.
August 19th – Quiz/Q & A session. Details to be confirmed.
September 16th – Wanborough Herb Nursery talking about the many
different types of grasses. They will also bring plants to sell.
October 21st – Angela Atkinson, who has written several books on the
history of Swindon, will talk about some of Swindon’s historic buildings.
She will bring copies of her books for us to purchase.

November 18th – details to follow
December 16th – Christmas social
The talks to be held up to, and including August, can be held via Zoom.
From September onwards we hope to be back in the community centre but
this could change. We will keep members informed of any changes.
The monthly meetings that we have held on Zoom have been very
successful and we urge anyone who hasn’t joined us yet to give it a try.

Update on the AGM
At the committee meeting, held on 4th February 2021, it was agreed to
hold this year’s AGM on Zoom on Thursday 27th May 2021. This will
be one week later that it would normally take place.
The committee realise that this is probably not what everyone wants but
we feel, that even if some restrictions have been lifted by then, there will
still be some social distancing measures in place, making it difficult to
hold meetings in the community centre which, of course, is still closed.
In order to ensure that everyone who wants to raise any points and does
not have access to internet or feels uncomfortable about using Zoom, is
not disadvantaged, any questions can be sent beforehand to the secretary
– Sue Stevens, 25 Ryan Close, Sparcells, Swindon SN5 5WA.
There is a nomination form in the middle of this newsletter. At the time
of writing, all of the committee are willing to serve for another year, but
we will always welcome new members onto the committee.
As always, every assistance will be given to help members join in and we
hope as many of you as possible will take part.
Sue Stevens

Rhubarb Brown Betty
6oz melted butter
4 oz fresh brown breadcrumbs
6oz crushed digestive biscuits
4 oz soft brown sugar
1 tsp ground cinnamon
¼ tsp grated nutmeg
Grated rind of one lemon and one orange
1 ½ lbs cooked rhubarb
4oz sultanas
Preheat the oven to 190 deg or gas mark 5
Grease a medium sized oven proof dish
Combine the breadcrumbs, biscuits, sugar, spices and the lemon and
orange rind with the melted butter. Place one third of the mixture in the
bottom of the dish. Cover with half the rhubarb and half the sultanas.
Continue making layers in this way ending with a layer of the
breadcrumb mixture.
Bake for 30 minutes or until the top is golden brown.
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