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Chairman’s Report
I have seen my first snow drops and catkins, and
the evenings will soon get noticeably lighter. It
doesn’t take much to make me smile.

The Christmas Party went well for those who came. However, with only
40 attending, it was an event that many missed. The Big Band was quite
loud – as expected – but they managed to get some of us on the dance floor.
Generally the evening went well. The food and the raffle were well
received. We tried to keep the raffle to a reasonable length, time-wise,
and everyone seemed to appreciate that. The competition for best table
decoration was won by Jan Flanagan – well done Jan – but it was a shame
that there were only 4 entries.
Within this newsletter is a questionnaire. We should be grateful if you
would take the time to complete this, and to return it to a member of the
committee or hand it in either at our next meeting or in the Shop. We
want to hold talks and activities that are appreciated by our members, and
reflect the aspirations of our membership. We would welcome any fresh
ideas.
With Potato Day on 12th January and our meeting held on 17th January,
plus the Shop re-opening in February, the society remains very busy.
I remain very grateful for all the hard work and contributions by both our
committee and other volunteers.
I wish you all good gardening weather for 2019 !!
Marilyn Stott

Incredible Edibles
Don and I have attended a couple of seed swaps that were arranged by a
group called Incredible Edibles but neither of us had really looked into the
group itself. I was prompted to find out more when a friend of mine sent
me a link to a talk given by Pam Warhurst who founded the group in
Todmorden. The talk is entitled – How we can eat our landscapes. This
down to earth, inspirational lady, together with a friend, decided to plant
abandoned patches of land with vegetables, herbs and fruit and encouraged
locals to pick them.
In Todmorden there are vegetables growing outside the health centre, the
police station, along the tow path and even in the cemetery. These growing
spaces led to conversations that encouraged people to see that small actions
can help people live happy and healthy lives.
It’s motto is – If you Eat you’re In and by 2016 there were 200 groups in
the UK and 600 globally. My daughter spotted some whilst in Canada last
summer and in Swindon alone there are growing beds at the Central
Community Centre on Emlyn Square and in West Swindon there are beds
in Woollaton Close, Bosham Close, Godolphon Close, Freshbrook Centre
and Freshbrook Church. There is another planned for Toothill Church.
In 2017 the Big Lottery Fund became involved to help communities to
develop and learn from shared learning.
As well as a seed swap event, this year on 23rd February, the Swindon
group also holds a plant swap and a produce swap incorporating the whole
growing season.
Additional helpers are always welcome to join. There is a Facebook page
and a website if you require more information.
https://www.incredibleedible.org.uk
Sue Stevens

Pickards Field Member’s shop
The shop will re-open at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 23rd February and will then
be open from 10 a.m. until 12 noon on every Saturday, Sunday and
Monday through until Monday, 28th October. I am writing this in mid
January and normally I have received all our suppliers’ catalogues and
price lists by now but, to date, the only catalogue I have received is from
Franchi Seeds of Italy. While not increasing their prices they’ve reduced
the discount we get as well as recently ending the “sale or return”
agreement we have enjoyed for many years. As a result, members who
visited the shop last October will know that we were selling off timeexpired packets at less than cost. This was to reduce our losses now we
can no longer send them back for a refund. It’s possible that we will no
longer be able to stock Franchi seeds, but in the meantime I intend to
increase our price by 20 pence per packet to cover the risk we now have to
carry. Nevertheless they will still be about one-fifth below the full retail
price.
It’s possible that the other catalogues are held back because of the
uncertainty surrounding BREXIT although this shouldn’t affect either Oak
Tree Products or Durstons, both of whom are trading wholly in “home
grown” commodities. In any event SALGA will honour the pre-season
prices of goods already ordered by members, whether or not we have to
increase the prices we charge in the future.
I now want to talk about the management of the shop. For many years
while Jim Maskelyn was treasurer, the shop was run by another volunteer.
Jim only took over the dual role when Olive Warman stepped down from
running the shop. In fact, it’s not ideal for one person to hold both
positions. It makes it more difficult to find a replacement and also
weakens the ‘internal check’ structure which provides for at least two
people to approve each financial transaction.
Actually I made it plain
that I didn’t want to run the shop when I took over the treasurer’s role in
2009. Non-the-less that’s exactly what happened and ten years later
nothing has changed.

Actually a lot has changed. From a position of a fund balance of about
£4,000, a shop building with porous walls and four dilapidated storage
units, we have progressed to current assets of about £12,000 plus a
renovated shop building and four new storage sheds. SALGA is now also
a registered charity and we have a lease agreement for our site at Pickards
Field rather than just squatting on the land as we did in the past. None of
this could have been achieved without the band of volunteers who turn up
from time to time to help unload stock deliveries and especially without the
regular helpers who run the shop every Saturday, Sunday and Monday for
eight months of the year.
Although this sounds onerous, all the regular shop helpers seem to enjoy
themselves and express regret when circumstances force them to stand
down. Currently we would like to add an additional young(ish) volunteer
to the team of weekend helpers, someone who is still able to lift a 25 kilo
bag.
Thinking a bit more long-term, the Association really should be looking
for my replacement. Dividing the roles as they were all those years ago
would make it less daunting. A volunteer to manage the shop could then
be the first step. Ideally it needs to be someone with a computer and a
basic knowledge of spreadsheets although that’s not essential because I can
continue to keep the stock sheets as part of the financial records. If
someone does come forward then we can work towards an orderly takeover during 2019. That would leave me with the treasurer’s role.
We’re fast approaching the tenth anniversary of SALGA becoming a
registered charity and the Charity Commission hold the view that ten years
is the maximum that chairs, secretaries and treasurers of charities should
serve before relinquishing their posts. So we’re likely soon to be getting
a “nudge” from their office in Bootle to replace me. In the absence of any
volunteers I shall of course continue as before, but then we’ll be moving
towards a “cliff edge”, to use some BREXIT jargon. At worse it could
involve my daughter down-loading my computer records on to a memory
stick for my successor and handing over half-a-dozen box files.
Don Reeve

Another Grand Day Out
A visit to Kew Gardens is being arranged for Thursday, October 10th 2019.
Although it will be approaching autumn there will still be plenty to do and see in
this three hundred acre garden.
This year there is a special exhibition, called “Reflections on Nature” showing
the work of Dale Chihuly. He is the world’s most celebrated contemporary glass
artist and his pieces will be placed around the gardens and in the famous glass
houses.
A glass sculpture will hang in the large space of the newly restored Temperate
House. This is the largest Victorian glass house in the world and it is now fully
restored after five years’ work. The Pagoda can be seen (from the outside) as it
too has been restored.
There is plenty to see from coloured grasses and their seed heads, any second
flowering in the borders and a bonsai house, orchids and cactus inside.
For plants and art together there is the Marianne North Gallery showing the
pictures by a Victorian lady, who travelled the world to paint plants in their own
surroundings.
Then, there is the Hive, a multisensory structure that represents the activity of the
bees in the surrounding wild flower meadows.
As there is so much to see, the Kew Explorer, might be a welcome way to get to
different sites. There is a commentary as the land train makes its way clockwise
around the grounds where you can “hop on or off” at any of the seven stopping
places.
The cost will be £35 per person, which covers the coach journey, party rate
admission to Kew and use of the Explorer. A list of interested people will be
started as soon as this information is available at meetings and in the newsletter.
Final payment will be due by 20th September 2019
Contact Irene Cooke to register an interest, be added to the list or ask for
further information.
Telephone 01793 339170 or at SALGA Meetings.

SALGA Membershp Renewal 2019
Membership renewals are now due from those who haven’t paid
with their seed order, or at Potato Day or at a recent meeting.
Subscriptions remain unchanged at £5 per household and may be
sent to Denis Matthews at 28, Tithe Barn Crescent, Swindon, SN1
4JX.
Cheques must be made payable to SALGA but, better still, an
on-line banking payment to the credit of SALGA account 00020536
sort code 40-52-40 will help the Association avoid bank charges.
Membership cards will be available for collection at Pickards Field
members’ shop If you prefer you may renew at the Pickards Field
shop or the monthly meetings at Gorse Hill Community Centre,
when you will receive your card at the point of sale.
If you would like your membership card sent by post, please
provide a stamped, addressed envelope.
I am a UK taxpayer and would like SALGA to treat all subscriptions
I make from the date of this declaration until I notify otherwise as
Gift Aid contribution, (Delete if not applicable).

Signature ……………………………………………………………….
Please add first name in full if signing this declaration.
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SALGA Questionnaire
We know that our members join for many reasons – the shop, seed scheme,
day trips, holidays, monthly meetings etc and we are looking for ways to
welcome new members and give existing members more of what they
want. We would therefore be grateful if you could take the time to
complete the following questionnaire. We don’t necessarily need your
name and you don’t need to complete the whole form, maybe just the part
that is relevant to you.
Completed questionnaires can be left at the shop, taken to a monthly
meeting, emailed to me at suestevens48@gmail.com or give it to any
committee member. I would like to publish the results at the AGM in May
and thank you, in advance, for your cooperation.
Each entry returned will be entered into a prize draw to win a
voucher to spend in the shop.
The Shop
Do you use the shop?

YES/NO

Is there anything else you would like to see in the
shop?

YES/NO

If YES please state what

Monthly meetings
Do you attend monthly meetings?
Is there anything else you would like to see in the
shop?Would you be willing to pay an entry fee for
the occasional ‘celebrity speaker’?
Any ideas for speakers or ways to encourage more
members to attend?

YES/NO
YES/NO

Christmas Social
Did you attend the Christmas social?

YES/NO

Were you happy with the entertainment?

YES/NO

Did you enjoy the quiz?

YES/NO

Any ideas to encourage more members to attend?

Holidays and day trips
Did you go on the holidays?

YES/NO

Is there anywhere you would particularly like to go? YES/NO
Do you think the day trips/holidays off value for
money?

YES/NO

Seed scheme
Do you use the seed scheme?

YES/NO

Did you collect your seed catalogue from the shop? YES/NO
Was that a problem for you?
YES/NO
Distributing the seed catalogues is a problem due to
the size and weight. Do you have any ideas on how
this can best be handled?

Other questions
Can you think of ways to encourage new members?
Do you have an allotment?

YES/NO

Would you be willing to as as SALGA ‘rep’ on
YES/NO
your site? You could put up posters, hand out seed
catalogues etc
Would you be willing to help out at events such as YES/NO
potato day, the annual show, in the shop or staff a
stall at an outside event such as Ecofest? We are
not asking people to commit to anything regular or
join the committee but we do need helpers at events

Finally (optional)
Name: ………………………………………………………….
Contact phone number:
……………………………………………………………….

SWINDON ALLOTMENTS & LEISURE GARDENS
ASSOCIATION
Standing Order Mandate

The Manager,

Bank

Name ................................................................................................
Address.....................................................................................................
..................................................................Post Code................................
Name(s) of Account holder(s)...................................................................
Sort Code............................................
Account Number.................................
Please pay:

CAF Bank Ltd.
25, Kings Hill Avenue,
West Malling,
ME19 4JQ

.

For the credit of ‘Swindon Allotments & Leisure Gardens Association’
Sort code: 40-52-40. Account number 00020536, on receipt of this order
and annually thereafter commencing 2nd January, 2020.
The sum of £5.00 (In words, five pounds).
Reference.........................................................................................
(Surname plus last six digits of your ‘phone number)
Account holder’s signature..............................................................
Please complete and send this form to the Treasurer,
D. Reeve, 7, The Pinnacle, Horder Mews, Swindon, SN1 3ED,
together with the form headed
SALGA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2019.
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Monthly Meetings
SALGA Meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month.
They start at 7.30 at the Gorse Hill Community Centre, Chapel Street, Swindon.
In the Winter / Spring Programme 2019 we have speakers, who raise money for
their chosen charities. We are lucky to get local people to come, who will commit
to turning out on a wintery evening. We hope you will too!
February 21st The Richard Jefferies’ Museum: a talk by Dr Mike Pringle.
This small museum is owned by Swindon Council but a charity supports its
activities. Richard Jefferies was a local Victorian poet. He lived in this cottage
(which was once outside Swindon) and wrote about his love of the countryside.
March 21st Swindon Railway Village: a talk from Mike Stubbs
Mike has been researching facts and giving talks on subjects of local interest. He
has been a volunteer at Lydiard House and the Worker’s Cottage, Farringdon
Road in the Railway Village. He is supporting the charity for the restoration of
the Mechanics Institute.
April 18th Cacti a talk from Mike Salter
Mike is a SALGA member, who we have “persuaded” to share his interest with
us in looking after cacti. One of his cactus was a prize winner in our autumn show
and he has been spotted collecting awards at regional levels too!
May 16th The Annual General Meeting and Member’s Plant sale.
As a charitable Association, we are obliged to hold an AGM so members can vote
for new Officers and Committee Members and track the finances administered
on their behalf.
We rely on good support from SALGA members at this essential meeting.
Members are invited to bring their own surplus plants for sale. Make a profit
out of your own hobby ! Recycling at its best?
June 20TH Gardening for Wild Life from Jacky Thomas, who has worked for
the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. She will raise the issue of how climate change is
influencing our gardens and the wild life there.
July 18th Art and Flowers. A presentation by club members showing the work
of the intrepid Victorian painter Marianne North and the glass sculptures based
on floral forms by Dale Chihuly. This could add to the knowledge of those going
on the SALGA October Trip to Kew Gardens or even interest some more
members to join us?

Trips for 2019
Saturday, 11th May 2019 – MALVERN SPRING SHOW - This is now fully
booked with a waiting list for anyone interested if places become available.
We shall visit the Malvern Spring Show which is held at the 3 Counties
Showground. The venue enjoys a unique backdrop of the Malvern Hills. It
should be a wonderful day out for all abilities. There are concrete paths around
the site, which is wheelchair accessible. There are floral marquees, outdoor
show gardens and plants and gardening items are for sale. There are also
presentations from expert speakers. Inspiration for everyone !!
Cost £30 includes coach, admission and driver’s gratuity
Coach leaves Gorsehill Community Centre
9.00 a.m.
Coach leaves Malvern Show
4.30 p.m.
Wednesday, 19th June 2019 – ROMSEY & MOTTISFONT
We shall travel to Romsey for a 2.5 hour visit. There is a lot to see in this historic
town: Church Place and Romsey Abbey may be visited. Also La Sagesse, War
Memorial Park, Sadler’s Mill and King John’s House & Garden Refreshments
are available. The tourist trail starts and finishes at the Visitor Information
Centre. Coffee and Lunch should be taken while we are in Romsey. After
lunch, we travel 5 miles to Mottisfont – an 18th century house with Medieval
Priory at its heart. The gardens, including the rose walled gardens, should be at
their best in June. Mottisfont is a National Trust property.
Cost £21 for National Trust members - includes coach & driver’s gratuity
Cost £34 for non-members
Coach leaves Gorsehill Community Centre
9.00 a.m.
Coach leaves Mottisfont
4.30 p.m.
Wednesday, 18th September 2019 – MARY ROSE, PORTSMOUTH
We travel to Portsmouth to see the Mary Rose – King Henry VIII’s warship in
the historic docks. We shall discover what life was like on board by seeing,
touching and even smelling genuine artefacts. The visit will take about 2 hours
and includes disabled access. It may be possible to buy tickets for other
attractions on the day, or to have a boat trip around the harbour (still being
negotiated, and would involve extra cost.)
Cost £30 includes coach and driver’s gratuity
Coach leaves Gorsehill Community Centre
Coach leaves Portsmouth

9.00 a.m.
4.00 p.m.

Contact: Marilyn 861657 for all above trips

Annual Horticultural Show
By tradition SALGA’s annual show always takes place on the first Saturday in
September, which this year falls on the 7th. Originally this was because there
were so many local shows throughout the season that the organisers had to avoid
clashing with one another.
Sadly now, several of the events have been
discontinued. Among the competitors we see many of the same faces each year
but always fewer new faces than we would like. Everyone is welcome to come
to see the exhibits and admission is free, but to compete you have to be a member
of SALGA. Thus “professional competitors” who take their produce from show
to show are generally excluded. They probably would not be attracted in any
event because the money prizes awarded are quite nominal.
About four of our regular exhibitors are members who grow to show while the
remainder grow to eat, (or in the case of flowers, grow to please), so the field
really is wide open. The first time I came to the show was just to see the exhibits,
but I realised I had vegetables in my garden that were just as good as some that
had won a first prize. So from then on I became a regular competitor. One of
the classes I always entered was three onions grown from sets, not exceeding 250
grams. These then always ended up adorning the altar for Harvest Festival at the
now defunct Butterworth Methodist Church. Harvest festivals are mostly about
tinned food these days which then goes to food banks, but you need some fresh
produce to remind the congregation that it’s a service of thanksgiving for the
bounty of the earth.
The show also includes classes for cooking, preserves, wine, handicrafts,
childrens’ entries and group entries. So there’s something for everyone.
So why not give it a go this year? Entry forms need to be in by Sunday, 1st
September and can be posted or handed in at Pickards Field shop, where the
volunteers on duty will be pleased to guide newcomers through the process.
Then just turn up with your entries at Gorse Hill Community Centre on the
morning of Saturday, 7th September.
Don Reeve

Seed Scheme
Thank you to everyone who collected their seed catalogue from the SALGA shop
and placed an order with Kings seeds this year. Most of the catalogues reserved
for people who had ordered in previous years or were new members, were
collected as requested with all spares also being given out. A grand total of £4101
of orders was sent to Kings which earned SALGA a commission of £205. Orders
were actually around the same value as last year which is interesting as the
number of people placing orders was also the same as last year, although the
people who placed those orders were considerably different.
It is slightly confusing as 210 catalogues were available in the shop for people to
collect including around 60 spares. All of these were claimed. However we only
received 116 orders which presumably means that 94 catalogues were sent to
recycling. As each catalogue is quite costly to produce, it seems such a shame that
so many were unnecessary. Denis Matthews does try to keep his list up-to-date
of those who wish to receive a catalogue each year, so your help to do this is
greatly appreciated.
I enjoyed reading the notes some of you included with your order and thank you
to those who sent their order in early so that I didn’t have a huge quantity near
the end of November to be checked.
By the time you read this, many of you will have starting sowing. Let’s hope this
year proves to be a really good growing year. Perhaps some of you will show the
results of your efforts at our Show due to be held 7th September 2019 at Gorse
Hill Community Centre. Or just come a long, see what everyone else has
produced and introduce yourself to me. It’s always good to be able to put a face
to a name.
Seed catalogues will again be available from next October. Those of you who
have ordered in 2018 will automatically be allocated a catalogue. If you didn’t
order anything in 2018 (even if you were allocated a catalogue then), please let
Denis Matthews at deniswmatthews@gmail.com know as soon as possible that
you would like one in 2019.
Good luck with all your seeds.
Glenys Dingwall

Camellias: The Rose of Winter
This is the story of our three camellias. It’s always the
highlight of spring for us when they bloom. Last year,
these plants had very different tales to tell.
The first to flower is always the stocky single one. He
may only have single flowers, but he carries so many
blooms there is no fault in that. In fact, he’s the old
fellow of the garden. Here, he is planted in a sheltered bed. This is his second
garden and he has been here for 38 years and he has a history. He cost Granddad
Cooke six pence in Woolworths in 1947. Everything in Woolworths was six
pence in those days. It was quite an investment.
The Camellia plant is not new to this country as records show it was here in 1745.
Then, seen as fragile plants they were nurtured in glasshouses but it was no good.
They died because it was too hot and humid. They like to be cool and are rarely
killed by cold. They like cool dry winters and warm wet summers.
The second camellia we have we have named Diana. It’s a posh double, which
arrived in a big tub as a present from our sister. We can never get the p.h. level
right, 5.5 – 6.5 is required. Pine bark or needles as mulch are recommended. We
found that advice to water it well and regularly in early autumn ensures the buds
are set for the coming year. Rain water, being slightly acid is best. There are
fewer but bigger double blooms than on Grandad. “Diana” has varied flowering
over the years but she has always made some kind of appearance.
And for the third plant: that was a sad ending as it was in the wrong place at the
wrong time. It wasn’t those cold nights and clear skies though, it was the rapid
thawing in the early morning sunlight. Worse it was facing east; a no- no. So we
have to start again on a new one. That’s gardening for you!
This year, the first pink Camelia was photographed at Kew on 14th January 2019.
Let’s hope you watered your own plants enough in the summer heatwave. We
hope we did too, so we can look forward to seeing our own Roses of Winter.
Mervyn and Irene Cooke

Brighter Futures and Prospect : Thank you from Lyn
Thank you to SALGA members, who donated to the Brighter Futures
collection at the Christmas Party. Making the teas and coffees raised £24.
That very weekend the Brighter Futures fund raising project closed as
they had reached their target! Lyn had already held a coffee morning at
her own home so she added your contributions to hers and donated it all
to the Prospect in Old Town. We are sure you would agree that this
similar local charity is a suitable one to support.
Lyn Ashmore, Irene and Mervyn Cooke.

Tiny trees on show. Bonsai enthusiasts will be putting their skills on
show at the 17th annual Winter Image Show at the Grange Drive Leisure
Centre, Stratton St. Margaret on February 24. The event, which features
the work of 28 invited growers, runs from 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Further
details can be found at www.swindon-bonsai.co.uk

Potato Pithivier
2 packs of ready rolled puff pastry
400g white potatoes
4 sprigs of thyme
250g cheese (mixture of cheddar and Emmental) or any hard cheese
1 small onion
Salt and pepper
1 egg
Remove puff pastry from fridge 30 minutes before cooking.
Peel and thinly slice the potatoes and boil for 10 minutes with 1 sprig of thyme
in the water. Drain the potatoes and leave to cool.
Grate the cheese, slice the onion and finely chop the remaining thyme.
Once the potatoes have cooled, roll out one of the packs of puff pastry onto a
baking sheet lined with parchment paper. Using a large plate as a template cut
round to create a large circle. Prick the bottom all over with a fork.
Start to layer the pithivier filling leaving a 1cm rim around the outside - a thin
layer of the potatoes, pinch of seasoning followed by some onion and chopped
thyme, then a generous handful of the grated cheese. Start a new layer with the
potatoes and carry on until you have used all the ingredients.
Place the other pack of puff pastry on a floured chopping board and with a
slightly larger plate, cut out the top circle (this needs to be slightly bigger to
stretch and cover the filling).
Beat the egg and brush the rim of the pastry. Place the top circle over the filling
and use your thumbs to create a seal. Follow this by pressing round the edges
with a fork to ensure no leakage.
Decorate the pithivier by taking a sharp knife and starting in the middle lightly
score down the sides in a semi-circle pattern.
Place the pithivier in the fridge to rest for 30 minutes and pre-heat the oven to
190 ˚C. After resting, remove from the fridge and brush with the remaining
egg. Place in the oven for 45 minutes or until golden brown.
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